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apparitions, which are silent respecting their origin,
and are referred to God from the mere necessity of
the case.

2. Those which are unworthy of an All-wise Author.

I. As, for example, the Miracles of Simon Magus,
who pretended he could assume the appearance of a
serpent, exhibit himself with two faces, and transform
himself into whatever shape he pleased.* Such are
most of the Miracles recorded in the apocryphal
accounts of Christ ;11 e.g-., the sudden ceasing of all
kinds of motion at His birth, birds stopping in the
midst of their flight, men at table with their hands to
their mouths, yet unable to eat, etc. ; His changing,
when a child, His playmates into kids, and animating
clay figures of beasts and birds ; the practice attri-
buted to Him, of appearing to His disciples sometimes
as a youth, sometimes as an old man, sometimes as a
child, sometimes large, sometimes less, sometimes so
tall as to reach the Heavens ; and the obeisance paid
Him by the military standards when He was brought-
before Pilate. Of the same cast is the story of His
picture presented by Nicodemus. to Gamaliel, which,
when pierced by the Jews, gave forth blood and
water.

* Lavington,   Enthusiasm   of  Meth.   and Papists   conip.
Part iii. Sec. 43.
u Jones, On the Canon, Part iii.